
From Pastor Kevin... 
Did you enjoy your Christmas holidays? I certainly hope so! Now, I am ready for the fresh beginnings of the new 
year! Let’s get started! 
 

You know I’m not big on new years resolutions, but I think that commitments for the new year are very 
appropriate! With that in mind, allow me to suggest a few New Years Commitments for us all to consider… 
 

A commitment to be involved in Worship each and every Sunday! The Bible says we should not take lightly the 
opportunities we have to gather together as the body of Christ! Sunday morning Worship is a great way to grow 
closer to God and encourage one another! 

 

A commitment to Small Group Bible Study, such as Sunday morning Sunday School at 9:00 AM! Small groups are 
where the action is! There you make friends, encourage one another, help those in need, get involved in missions 
and outreach…so many things happen in Small Group Bible Study! 

 

A commitment to be a faithful giver of the blessings that God has shared with you! It’s called stewardship! A giving 
people is a blessed people! Generosity reminds us that we can never out-give God! 

 

A commitment to share your faith with those around you who need Jesus. He died for their sins as well as yours. 
They need to hear of his love and grace from someone who cares. That’s you! 

 

A commitment to use your spiritual gifts and spiritual passions to serve God through His local church. When you 
choose to let God use you, amazing things happen! He has gifted you to serve Him. And, He will empower your 
gifts to bring glory to His Name. 

 

Just a few New Years Commitments that will make a difference! Will you make these commitments, as well as any 
other commitments that God places on your heart? 
 

It’s a joy to be your pastor! 
 

Pastor Kevin Goza 

Senior Pastor 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

The church office will be closed : 
 

Monday, January 2 (New Years) 
 

Monday, January 16  
(Martin Luther King Jr Day) 

 

  Monday, February 20  
(Presidents Day) 

Thank you, church family, for your generosity this Christmas.  
Your help with the Gingerbread Tree has brought many 
parents and church members great JOY, sighs of relief, and 
hope.  This year we helped 5 church and school families, 10 
students from Apopka Elementary School, and 16 
homebound church members.  Thank you for being a church 
who cares about others and our community.  To God be all 
the GLORY! 
 

Thank you for supporting our Kidz Choir on December 7.  Our 
kids did a FANTASTIC job giving Glory to the King!  Thank you 
to all our Kidz Choir leadership who have worked with our 
kids since August.  That is true dedication and patience!   

Our Girls in Action, Royal 
Ambassadors and 
Women on Mission 
teamed together to bake 
yummy Christmas 
cookies that were sold 
for donation on 
December 11.  Together 
we raised $196.55 for 
the Lottie Moon 
Christmas offering.  Why make cookies?  It wasn’t just 
because it’s Christmas and cookies are yummy.  We chose to 
make cookies because that is how Lottie Moon began her 
ministry in China.  She baked cookies for the kids!  It took a 
little while for the Chinese kids to know how yummy the 
cookies were, but after they tried them the kids were 
hooked. This is one way Lottie Moon built a relationship with 
the Chinese people to be able to share Christ with them! 
 

Wednesday night Music and Missions resumes January 11.  
Our Kidz Choir will be working on a new musical called God’s 
Not Dead!  Our spring performance will be on May 21 at 6 
pm in the Worship Center.  I know that sounds like a long 
time from now, but in the children world it will be just 
around the corner.   
 
 

Continued on page 5... 

January 3 
Deacon Meeting 

 

January 4  
Women on Mission 

 

January 6  
Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship 

 

January 11  
Finance Committee Meeting 

 

January 20  
Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship 

 

January 23  
Senior Adult Dinner 

 

January 28   
Chopped Night (Students) 

 

February 1  
Women on Mission 

 

February 3  
Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship 

 

February 5 
Explore Life Class 

 

February 11 
Decades Party (Church-wide Fellowship) 

 

February 17  
Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship 

 

February 17-18 
Lift Tour/Lock in (Students) 

 

February 25  
Cleanup Day 

 

February 27  
Senior Adult Dinner 

CHILDHOOD MINISTIRES 



Well, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  Jesus Christ is born, and God willing, we will get a new year to 
live for Him!  This past year has indeed been a wonderful experience being in the center of God’s will and 
watching Him work in all areas of church life at Trinity Baptist Church.   
 

You have followed the Lord’s leadership as your pastor and staff have begun to plot a road map for revision.  
We have seen God’s hand in every step along the way as the Vision Team has met and prayed and planned 
together to lead our church body into a new frontier of equipping membership for service.   
 

The Pastor’s Breakfast has been, and continues to be, a great success.  We have seen almost the entire church 
family (all those we have been able to contact) go through it and be exposed to the ministries available, the 
new vision of the church, and a spiritual gifts inventory/passion survey so as to ready ourselves for a new era 
of ministry.  We have invited our friends, neighbors, co-workers, relatives and classmates to big events and 
seen them respond.  Our understanding of new definitions for outreach is growing with each passing week.  
The foundations for leadership teams has been laid, and you are responding in typical TBC fashion, always 
willing to do whatever it takes to reach your community for Christ. 
 

With the onset of 2017 my prayer is that the Trinity family will continue to catch the vision for “inviting” our 
unchurched friends and acquaintances to at least 4 big events as you take a position of leadership for these 
big events and ongoing ministries.   
 

Here are some surprising insights about the unchurched from Thom Rainer, president of Lifeway: 
 

1. Most unchurched do indeed have some church background. Contrary to some perceptions, the great 
majority of unchurched have a church background. Almost two-thirds of them (62 percent) went to church 
regularly as a child. 

 

2. Most unchurched quit church because they got out of the habit of churchgoing. For certain, a number of 
them did leave churches for negative reasons, but that is not true of the majority. 

 

3. One-third of the unchurched have plans to go to church in the future. Please read that statement 
carefully. One of three unchurched Americans are actually planning to return to church. Is your church 
actively inviting them? 

 

4. The unchurched are very open to a gospel conversation. Nearly half (47%) would interact freely in such 
a conversation. Another third (31%) would listen actively without participating. Pause for a moment. Look 
at those numbers. Almost eight of ten unchurched Americans would welcome the gospel, another 12% 
would discuss it with some discomfort, and only 11% would change the subject as soon as possible. We 
can’t use the poor excuse that the unchurched really aren’t interested in gospel conversations. In reality, 
church members are more likely not to be interested in initiating gospel conversations. 

 

If you invite them, they will come. About a year ago, I received requests to provide a framework for 
churches to invite people to church. We called it “Invite Your One.” We are now getting responses from 
churches that have initiated this ministry, and we are blown away at what God is doing. Among the 
unchurched, 55% said they would attend church if invited by a family member. And 51% said they would 
attend church if invited by a friend or neighbor. These numbers are staggering. The opportunities are 
incredible.  
 

This should be a word to the wise as we move into 2017.  Let’s be faithful, courageous and caring enough to 
“invite” this year! 
 

Pastor Jay Kimbro 

Associate Pastor/Discipleship & Equipping, Missions & Evangelism 

Discipleship & Equipping, Missions & Evangelism 

http://thomrainer.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e900691004213b8049094abdb&id=170af9e19f&e=ca7d6d7550


WOMEN ON MISSION 

What a year this has been for Disaster Relief! Our 
first call out was to Monroe, Louisiana. Just a 
couple weeks later, we were called to West 
Virginia and then back to Baton Rogue, Louisiana. 
Hurricane Season started early as Hurricane 
Jermine struck the West Coast of Florida. Disaster 
relief  directors in Louisiana called in teams from 
Texas and Oklahoma to replace the Florida 
teams, so we could return to our own state. Our 
call out to Steinatchee was short, but it was just a 
couple of weeks  later when Hurricane Matthew 
struck the East Coast.  Then, we were on the road 
again to Palm Coast and St. Augustine. Thank 
you, Trinity, for the recent monetary gifts to the 
Disaster Relief Ministry. It is a gift that keeps on 
giving! Please continue to pray for the families 
who have lost so much due to the floods and 
hurricanes and also for those whose homes were 
destroyed by the fires in North Carolina and 
Tennessee. 
 

The training date for Region 5 will be Saturday, 
March 18, 2017 at Eau Gallie Baptist Church in 
Melbourne, FL. Sign up sheets will be available as 
the training date approaches.   
 

Disaster relief 

Join us the first Wednesday of each month at 5:00 pm in the middle school lunchroom. 

Thank you to all the Trinity bakers! Because of you, Women On Mission was privileged to deliver over 2 dozen 
platters of cookies and fruit to the Apopka Police Department and our four fire stations. It is always such a 
blessing to see the faces of these faithful servants when we deliver this special token of our gratitude for their 
service. We are blessed to have such dedicated police officers and firefighters. 

Ladies Bible Studies resume on January 10 and 11, 
2017.  Ladies, join us for a study by Beth Moore, 
“Entrusted - A Study of 2 Timothy”.  There are three 
available times to attend this study:  Tuesdays, 
beginning January 10 at 9 am and 6:30 pm and 
Wednesdays, beginning January 11 at 6 pm.  Join 
other ladies from our church and community to 
study God’s Word and fellowship together. 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
Mark your calendar for February 25, 2017!   

 

It’s church property clean-up day.   
We need you to join us to spruce up the campus.  We 
need people who can pressure wash, put out ground 
cover, pickup sticks and debris in the yard, blow off 

roofs, clean playground equipment and much 
more!  We want our property to look great and need 

your help.  There will be signup sheets available in 
Sunday school classes and at the Welcome Desk the 

first week of February. 

Decades Party  
It’s a Church Family Fellowship!   

 

 

Plan now to attend the Trinity Baptist Church Decades 
Party – February 11, 2017; 5 pm – 7 pm.  We will 
have a great time of family fun, fellowship and, of 
course, food!  Dress up in your “favorite” decade 
clothing. There will be prizes for the best “decade” 
costume (for kids, students, and adults), games to 
play, and loads of fun for 
everyone!  $5 per adult and $3.50 
per child will cover the cost of your 
meal.  Tickets will go on sale mid-
January.  You don’t want to miss 
this! 

Contribution Records will be emailed to those with 
valid email addresses on January 18, 2017.   

For those without email addresses, the records will 
be in the Worship Center, for pick up on January 22, 
2017.  Please be advised, per information received 

from the IRS, “Do not file your taxes before you 
receive your written contribution from the 

church.  The IRS will not recognize contributions over 
$250 without proper  documentation.  Requesting/
receiving the record after filing does not constitute 

proper documentation.”   



January has arrived and TCS students and teachers are 
busily diving into the second semester and all that comes 
with it.  The School Leadership and Board are not only 
involved with making sure that we finish the 2016-17 
school year well, but we are also praying and planning 
for the 2017-18 school year and beyond. 
 

Part of our preparation has led us to a season of 
planning, dreaming, and seeking God’s vision for the 
future of this exciting ministry.   Our desire is to preserve 
the core values that have been clearly defined in the 
ministry’s mission and philosophy statements.  That 
being said, in order to stimulate progress and growth 
within the school, we believe that it is vitally important 
to identify God’s plan (vision) for the future of TCS. 
 

To help identify these God-sized dreams, we asked the 
school board, the school leadership, teachers, and school 
families to prayerfully consider the question:  “If 
resources were not an issue, what do you believe the 
Lord would have TCS look like, be doing, or be in 10 
years?” 
 

The following quote from Henry Blackaby shares my 
expectation. 
 

“I have come to the place in my life that, if the 
assignment I sense God is giving me is something I 
know I can handle, I know it is probably not from 
God.  The kind of assignments God gives in the Bible 
are always God-sized.  They are always beyond what 
people can do, because He wants to demonstrate 
His nature, His strength, His provision, and His 
kindness to His people and the watching world.  
That is the only way the word will come to know 
Him.” (Experiencing God. Pg. 138, 2008). 

 

By the next “Trinity News,” it is my desire to be able to 
share the vision for the future of Trinity Christian School.  
Please join us in prayer as we seek God’s wisdom and 
leading in this process. 
 

Shawn Weeks 

 Head Administrator 

Senior Adults 
Our Senior Adult Monthly Covered Dish Suppers 
will resume January 23, 2017.  Bill Bradshaw, our 
former minister of music and worship leader, will 
be the special guest that evening.  We will begin 
with supper at 6:30 pm.  We have the best cooks 
in town, so bring a dish and join us for great food 
and fellowship. Then, we’ll retire to the worship 
center for an evening of song with Bro. Bill.  Plan 
now to join us on Monday evening in the 
cafeteria, January 23, 2017, beginning at 6:30 PM. 
 

We enjoyed viewing the Christmas lights at 
Cottom Farms so much last month that we’ve 
decided another “Mystery Trip” is in order.  Stay 
tuned for more information either the middle of 
January or the first of February.  This time we will 
travel in the opposite direction and think 
PINK!  Pay close attention to sign-up sheets in 
your Small Group Bible Study classes and on the 
Announcements in Worship Services. 
 

Walking and Exercise Classes for Senior Adults 
begin Thursday, January 5, 2017.  Let’s get back in 
shape after the holidays!  

 

Pastor Fred Touchton 

Children’s Ministry continued…. 

Our mission kidz are preparing for Children’s 
Ministry day that will be held the 2nd Saturday in 
February.  Be on the lookout for details coming 
soon.   
 

Sundays are a great time for you and your 
children to be involved.  Each Sunday, Bible 
truths are taught in small age appropriate 
groups beginning at 9 am.  Our littlest kids are 
learning about God’s love for them, while our 
older kids are learning how to apply Bible truths 
and lessons to their own lives.  Please make 
every effort to have your children here each 
Sunday morning at 9 am for Sunday School and 
10:15 am for Worship.     
 

Here’s to a new year!  I am excited to see how 
God will use each one of us to share His love 
and His Word with the people we meet, know, 
and love this year!   
 

Raeann Johnson 

Director of Childhood Ministries 



Look out 2017, here we come! We are so excited to see 
what God has in store for us this year. We believe it will 
be a time full of growth and adventure as long as we 
stay focused on His kingdom first and foremost. I am 
reaching out to all parents to please make it a priority to 
attend our bi-monthly parent meeting/devotion this 
year.  Our first one is February 12th at 5 pm in the 
chapel, I pray we see you there. 
 

Also, new this year will be a high school student Bible 
study which will start meeting Sunday nights, January 1, 
at 6pm in the student building. This is something that 
several students have been asking for, so let us pray that 
God moves in them through this small group Bible study. 
 

We have finished 2016 with a couple of great events 
that have encouraged our students to step outside their 
comfort zone and have conversations and even pray 
with others that they normally would not speak too. 
 

Watch for our Code Blue Champions each week on 
Facebook and Instagram.  Here is a list of what it takes 
to be recognized as a Code Blue Champion…… 
 

Friend Finders = these are students who have invited 
someone to one of our church functions within the last 
week. Romans 15:7 
 

Wisdom Seekers = these will be students who have 
spent time in God`s word each day or who have 
memorized scripture this week. James 1:5 
 

Accountability Archers = these students will have 
reached out to someone from our student ministry who 
has missed a service or who we haven`t seen in a while 
to let them know we miss them and GOD wants them 
back. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

Prayer Partners = these are students who recognize 
someone in need of prayer and have the courage to step 
up and pray with them right then and there. James 5:16 
 

Mission Minded = these students will have done 
something above and beyond to assist someone in need 
with no expectation of anything in return. Hebrews 13:6 
 

First Responders = students who have shared the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ or shared their personal testimony of 
what Jesus has done for them. 1 Peter 3:15-16 
 

Our goal is to have students showing up in multiple 
groups off this list of Champions each week. We want to 
Champion these characteristics of what the Bible says is 
important to God.  
 

You can sign up for text messages by texting to 40404 
and write…. “follow @choose2nd”. Please call or text 
Pastor Mike with any questions or concerns at 352-615-
6015. 
 

Until next time…………..Seek Wisdom, Speak Truth, AND 
Share Love.  
 

Pastor Mike Ballard 

Student Pastor 

January 28   
“Chopped Night”  

 

February 12  
Parent Meeting at 5pm 

 

February 17-18   
Lift Tour Lock –in 

 

March 31- April 2  
Parent/Student Retreat  

 

April 9   
Parent Meeting at 5pm 

 

April 29  
Golf Tournament 

 

 

2017  

STUDENT 

 EVENTS 

STUDENT MINISTRY 

July 30 – August 2   
Code Blue Week 

 

August 9   
Rock The Universe 

 

August 26  
Back 2 Kool Bash 

 

October 7   
Pumpkins arrive/  

Patch opens 
 

November 18    
“Chopped Night” 

May 12   
Creative night  

for Mother’s Day 
 

May 21  
Graduation Sunday 

 

June 11  
Parent meeting  at 5pm 

 

June 19-24  
Mission Trip 

 

July 10-15  
Super Summer Camp  

at Lake Yale 



I love New Year’s! It’s not because of the New Year’s 
Eve celebration;  it’s not because the busyness of the  
holidays is over.  I love New Year’s because it signifies 
the end of a chapter, one that probably didn’t reach 
my highest expectations yet holds the hopes, the 
dreams, and the possibilities of a whole new year. 
 

Even though a new year almost seems “artificial” in 
some ways — only minutes from one to the next — I 
see it as a brand new start, a start that I need every 
year to help me get past the past. A New Beginning in 
Jesus Christ. 
 

No matter how hard we try to plan and maintain a 
handle on (or control of) our own lives, each year all of 
us are faced with situations and circumstances that 
are completely out of our control. 
 

At times like these, Jesus speaks to us just as he did to 
a father named Jairus when he found out his daughter 
had just died: “Don’t be afraid. Just trust me” (Mark 
5:36, NLT). 
 

Looking back upon 2016, I see disappointments in 
relationships, I see friends and family who have gone 
through sickness, loss, and pain.  I see poor decisions 
in how I reacted to situations and how people reacted 
to me. I see how I hurt others and others have hurt 
me. But in order for me to move forward, to continue 
growing in Christ, I have to leave the past behind. I 
encourage my fellow Christians to do the same. 
Forgive and receive forgiveness. Proverbs 17:9 says, 
“He who covers and forgives an offense seeks love, but 
he who repeats or harps on a matter separates even 
close friends.” 
 

Paul says: “We are pressed on every side by troubles, 
but we are not crushed and broken. We are perplexed, 
but we don’t give up and quit. We are hunted down, 
but God never abandons us. We get knocked down, 
but we get up again and keep going … for our present 
troubles are quite small and won’t last very long.  Yet 
they produce for us an immeasurable great glory that 
will last forever!  So we don’t look at the troubles we 
can see right now; rather, we look forward to what we 
have not yet seen. For the troubles we see will soon be 

over, but the joys to come will last forever” (2 
Corinthians 4:8-9, 17-18, NLT). 
Isn’t it wonderful to know as you begin this New Year 
that you have God’s Spirit with you, His Spirit carrying 
you, leading you, and guiding you? Do you realize that 
this New Year can be a year in which you can serve 
God with a fresh new excitement? As you’re walking 
with Him and being obedient to Him, you will feel the 
sense of His pleasure in your life. 
 

Pleasure doesn’t come in the pursuit of happiness, but 
in the pursuit of holiness. Far too many miss God’s 
divine plan for their lives as they’re bent on pursuing 
all the things in this world, hoping to find some sense 
of joy. 
 

As you set new goals, new priorities for the days 
ahead, check out where God is in your plans, in your 
decision-making. What’s on your calendar for today, 
this week, this month, this year that will make any 
difference for the Kingdom? 
 

One thing will always remain: God. And because He is 
immutable-unchanging-He will always be the same, 
and He will never leave you nor forsake you (Hebrews 
13:5). He is always there with arms opened wide, your 
everlasting Father God. With this New Year, cling to 
the fact that He will never change. 
 

Remember, “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; 
the righteous runs into it and is safe” (Proverbs 18:10). 
In this New Year, where will you run? Will it be to 
food, alcohol, drugs, shopping, another man or 
woman? When the hounds of trouble, worry, and fear 
pursue you; when the dogs of temptation, corruption, 
and evil seek to overtake you; when your energy is 
spent; when weakness saps you; when you feel you 
cannot run any longer, where do you turn? Who is 
your refuge? 
 

If you desire a fresh new start, determine He will be 
the One you will run to. Run to Him and bury yourself 
in the security of all He is. 
 

Pastor Chad Potter 

Worship Pastor 

Worship ministry 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” 

2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV 


