
TRINITY news 
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 2015 

From Pastor Kevin... 
I am amazed at what God has accomplished through His people in the weeks since I wrote my last newsletter article! 

Amazing Vacation Bible School with hundreds of children and dozens of volunteer workers, which led to a record number of 
decisions for Jesus! 

A single Sunday where 32 people followed Jesus in Believer’s Baptism, followed by weekly baptisms of other wonderful folks 
who have trusted Jesus Christ as Savior! 

The Children and Students have attended awesome summer camps where they were challenged to commit their lives as 
disciples of Jesus! 

Remodeling of the Preschool area of our educational building, accomplished mostly through the work of devoted volunteers 
from the Trinity Family of Faith! 

Multiple fellowships among members of the church body where folks were encouraged and ministered to by other members 
of the church body! ...and much more!!!  

Are we done yet?? Of course not! There’s always something exciting going on at Trinity. On the immediate horizon… 
 

Upward Basketball and Cheerleading! Volunteers are needed! Contact Kate Powers at 407-427-5512 or 
Trinityupwardsports@gmail.com. 

The Pumpkin Patch! Led by our Student Ministry under the leadership of Pastor Mike. Volunteers are needed there as 
well. Contact Pastor Mike by calling the church office for information and to get your name on the list! 

Multiple Bible Study Opportunities! Men’s and Women’s Bible studies are meeting throughout the week. Believe me, there 
is a place for you!   

And much more!!! 

My dear Trinity Family, I can’t say enough about how important it is for each one of you to be involved in the life of your 
Church. Jesus is coming soon! We need to be a people on mission so that no one misses the opportunity to hear about Jesus 
Christ and His saving power! 

My friend, David Burton, always says, “The Gospel is not Good News until somebody hears it!” It’s my job, and your job, to 
make sure that every man, woman, boy, and girl hears the Gospel Good News!     

 It’s a joy to be your pastor!   

            Pastor Kevin 
 

mailto:Trinityupwardsports@gmail.com


STUDENT MINISTRY 
Maverick: “Which way did he go Goose!?”  
Goose: “Which way did whoooo go Maverick?”….. 
 

This summer just buzzed by us quicker than a Top Gun 
pilot by a control tower. Is it just me who thinks it`s 
funny that students are trying to figure out what I just 
said while parents are remembering who they watched 
“TOP GUN” with? HAHA.  
 

And so you are in the know, HAHA has officially taken 
the place of LOL parents. So if you want to stay Kool 
and remain a hipster like me ;-} you have to start using 
HAHA now.  
 

We have had an eventful and exciting summer. July was 
packed! It started with a Mission trip to the Bahamas, 
for Justice and me, as we traveled with the Lake 
Highland football team. While there I was asked by 
coach Cameron Duke to take over as the Chaplain of 
the football team which I humbly accepted. I was 
blessed to watch these young men interact with 
children on the island and then witness God show His 
presence, as 18 of these young men made a decision to 
accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior, or rededicate 
their life to Him. It was amazing! They made a 
commitment to allow Christ to work through them to 
change the culture at Lake Highland. I am so proud of 
the steps they have already taken in being obedient to 
allow this to happen. The coaching staff and I watched 
the football team prayer walk their school campus the 
day before all students would come back to school. I 
thank God for the amazing things He is going to do at 
Lake Highland this year!  

Please pray for Coach Duke and his coaching staff, as 
well as these young men that God is going to use to 
reach out to the sick, the lost, and the suffering right on 
their school campus.  

And to keep you in the loop of what`s going on at 
Apopka High School, Pastor Bo Duke (Coach Cameron 
Duke`s brother) is the new Life Coach (Chaplain) at 
Apopka High School. He is the Student Minister for the 
Venue Church and already has a good relationship with 
many students on campus. I spent a week with Bo and 
his wife Ally while on the mission trip in the Bahamas. 
Both love the Lord, and care deeply for students! Rest 
assured that AHS has chosen the right man for the job 
and if you have a student there, encourage them to get 
to know Pastor Bo Duke. Let`s please keep Bo and his 
wife Ally in our prayers, as well.  

After the Mission trip we jumped right into VBS. What 
an exciting week it was! I so enjoyed watching our 
students work with Mrs. Raeann and the 250 plus 
children that showed up for VBS each day, then see all 
the parents show up on Sunday to watch their children 
“SHINE” for Jesus! It was awesome! I`m sure Mrs. 
Raeann will be sharing more details about VBS. 

We capped off the month in one of the most incredible 
services in which I have ever been present. Many of 
you witnessed Pastor Kevin and I baptize 32 adults, 
teenagers, and children for the Glory of the Lord! 
Amen! Praise the Lord! Don’t stop now Jesus, we are 
ready to fight the good fight and share the Gospel for 
Your glory. 

 

SENIOR ADULT NEWS 
 

Although we’ve already begun our Monday evening Senior Adult Covered Dish Suppers, let 
me highlight several activities for the fall. September 28 marks the evening of our September 
Covered Dish at 6:30 p.m. in the LCLC.  A program by the Crime Prevention Task Force:  
Helping Citizens Be Aware is planned. 
 

The Sensational Central Florida Mature Adult Celebration is planned for Monday and Tuesday, October 12 and 13 
at First Baptist Church of Orlando. Speakers include Dr. Don Wilton of First Baptist Spartanburg; Dr. Herb Reavis 
of North Jacksonville Baptist Church; and Dr. Clayton Cloer of First Baptist Church of Central Florida. Musical 
groups include Gold City; Brian Free & Assurance; and Larnelle Harris. Other exciting groups and individuals 
round out the two day activities all for the price of $75 before September 1 and $85 after September 1. For more 
information, please check at the Welcome Desk in the Worship Center. 
 

Our Senior Adult Walking and Exercise program will continue this school year on Mondays and Thursdays at 11 
a.m. Come and join us for a fun time of low impact exercising and walking at your own pace in the comfort and 
cool of the gym. I look forward to seeing you there! 

Pastor Fred 

Continued on page 4 



 

DISASTER RELIEF 

The 2015 Hurricane Season has been relatively quiet here in Florida so far, however it is early in the season. 

Even though we have not experienced any major storms, we have had a lot of rain. 
 

In other parts of the country massive flooding and total destruction left 

many people homeless and overwhelmed after tornados and huge storms 

raced across Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado and Illinois last month. Trinity's 

team was called to go and assist in the clean up, as well as, minister to  

families in Texas affected by the storms, but was stood down as teams from 

states closer to them came to their aide. As this article is being written your 

team members are packing and preparing spiritually to go assist families in 

New Port Richey, FL who were in the path of the flood that hit that area a 

few days ago. We thank you for your prayers that go with us each time we answer the call. 

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES 

What an AWESOME summer the children of Trinity had!!  I am so excited to give you a recap of our summer events.  

We started summer off with Wet Wednesdays, our kids had a great time playing together on various bounce houses 

and our parents enjoyed evenings filled with smiles and time to get to know one another better.  We also enjoyed  

Family Movie Night and Family Game Night! 
 

In June, Music camp brought us 50 children who were eager to learn about Jesus!   Of those children,  21 took steps  

towards Jesus!  Yay God!  Then as you all know, VBS was in July!  VBS was incredible this year and that is because of 

YOU!  I am so thankful that God has placed all of you here to serve at Trinity.  We are a church with many talents, and 

you chose to serve and use those talents which God has gifted you .  Thank you for your service and willingness to 

share the love of Christ with the children of our community! 
 

During VBS our campus welcomed an average of 283 children each day.  There was singing, games, Bible time, mission 

time and craft time.  On Wednesday, the Gospel was presented and 34 children took steps towards Christ!  It was such 

a blessing to be swarmed by children each day wanting to tell me their Bible verse!  How AWESOME is that, kids writing 

God’s word on their hearts for them to recall when they need it!  Isaiah 30:21 “And whenever you turn to the right or 

to the left, you will hear my command behind you. “This is the way, walk in it!” 

We didn’t stop there with VBS, we followed VBS with a musical performance on Sunday with nearly 100 children and 

their parents in attendance!  Let’s NOT forget that the girls schooled the boys in offering!!   
 

Our VBS collected $1,511.78 for the Debbie Turner Cancer 

Care and Resource Center!  As you know, Pastor Kevin got a 

refreshing dunk in the dunk tank following church service.  

The following Sunday we had VBS Baptisms.  To date, our 

church has welcomed 25 new children members! 

 
Continued on page 4 



Student Ministries continued... 
 

August is a blur so far. We just completed Super Week 
and now I`m off to share the gospel in Miami with some 
wonderful students at a student outreach event. All 
schools start back this month and I look forward to TCS 
students returning to our campus. (It`s too quiet around 
here without them.) I will again be the chaplain here at 
TCS, as well as , a FCA speaker at Piedmont Middle 
School.  
 

Please pray for all of our students and teachers not only 
here at TCS, but also throughout the county. There is a 
struggle with SIN on every school campus. Let`s pray for 
God`s presence to be evident on each school campus.  
 

As you read this we will have just experienced our Back 
2 School Bash with guest speaker Pastor Danny Giltner 
and Barbara Ballard.  
 

I pray you joined us for the showing of the movie “War 
Room.” If not, you need to go see it! It is such a  
powerful movie!  
 

September will be a month of preparation for the 
Pumpkin Patch. What did I just say? Pumpkin Patch? 
Really? Is it that time again? Yes indeed it is! Pumpkins 
will be here on Wednesday, September 30th at 4 pm, 
which means we need many of you here to assist in 
unloading them. I pray you have already volunteered to 
sign up and assist in some way. What a great outreach 
this is for our community! 

 

October- Hellooooooo, it will be sea of orange as we 
pray for cooler weather and many opportunities to 
share the gospel with people visiting our pumpkin 
patch!  
 

The movie “Woodlawn” will release on Oct. 16th. It is a 
true story about how a high school football team in the 
early 1970`s invited Jesus into their team and made 
winning about Him. A revival broke out that lasted 
almost 10 years 
in the 
community. 
Let`s start 
praying for that 
kind of presence 
from the Lord 
right here in 
Apopka, Florida , 
starting right 
now, this fall! 
Come on out and enjoy being PART of the fun!!!!!!    
Until next time…………..Seek Wisdom, Speak Truth, AND 
Share Love. 

Pastor Mike 

Childhood Ministries Continued... 

Children who took steps towards Christ in Music Camp and VBS were invited to participate in a class called “I’m a 
Christian Now!” This was a 4 week class that helped children understand what it means to be a Christian.  We 
talked about how to pray, spend time reading our Bibles, Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and sharing the Gospel with 
our friends.  I am looking forward to teaching this class again.  If you are interested in having your child attend 
please call the church office and talk to me (Raeann) about when the next class will be starting. 

The school bells are ringing and the children are preparing to return to school another year older.  Trinity is  plan-
ning exciting events that will help children grow with Christ as the focus.  We kick-off Music and Missions this year 
on September 2nd with a NEW time:  6pm to 7:30pm.   Our Kidz Choir will begin preparing for an intergenerational 
Christmas Musical.  We are excited to sing with the students and worship choir this year.  Mark your calendars 
NOW for our Christmas performance on Sunday, December 13th at 6pm.  Our Kidz Choir will also lead a worship 
service this November!  For Missions this year, our teachers are being very intentional in planning several service 
projects and mission opportunities for children to serve and to be ambassadors for Christ in our community.   

Please continue to pray for families in our community.  As you know, raising children is not an easy job, but with 
your prayers and working together as a church body, we can shape this generation into a generation who loves 
the Lord and who are unafraid to stand up for who they believe in (Jesus)!   

Love to all!  Raeann Johnson 

 

 

The church office  

will be closed on  

Monday, September 7 in  

observance of Labor Day. 



Train up a child 
in the way he should go, 

And when he is old 
he will not depart from it. 

Proverbs 22:6 

Trinity Christian School opened its doors again on August 24th.  This is our 41st year serving our community as a 

Christian school.  We have been blessed beyond measure. 

We are proud to announce that we have completed our re-accreditation and are accredited through 2020 with ACSI 

(Association of Christian Schools International) and AdvancED (previously referred to as SACS – Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools).  The preparation and process to achieve this goal was work intensive, but the 

final result and information gathered was worth the time involved.  The External Review Team Report noted 

“Powerful Practices” as well as “Improvement Priorities”.  During the next five years we will be focusing on the 

improvements that can be made to make Trinity an even better place to learn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are welcoming two new teachers to the school this year:  Mrs. Lee Ann Thibeault will be replacing Mrs. Debi 

Neiswanger as our middle school language arts teacher and Kristen Bird will be one of our Discovery teachers 

replacing Mrs. Suzanne VanSchaack.  Kristen was a previous student at Trinity.  It is a joy to see an alumnus return 

to Trinity as a teacher.  “Welcome home, Kristen!” 

Trinity Christian School Philosophy 

Trinity Christian School’s philosophy is to instill the highest standards of academic achievement where there is no 

mediocrity in Christian education, but superiority in excellence.  To address a glaring void in society that deletes 

all reference to God, creation and divine purpose for the human experience.  To disciple a Christian heart in our 

students today, to produce Christian leaders of tomorrow. 

Please pray for our students, staff and faculty and for our school families as we begin another year together as 

Trinity  Christian School. 

Beverly Smith, TCS Administrator  
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 WORSHIP MINISTRIES 
Therefore, brothers, by the  mercies of  God, I urge you to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God; this is your spiritual worship.  Romans 12:1 
 

When I say the word “worship,” what are some of the 
immediate thoughts that come to mind? Are your first 
thoughts on singing praises to God? Maybe prayer 
comes to mind. What about studying Scripture? All of 
the aforementioned actions are acceptable to God, 
but by themselves they are not worship. In truth, they 
are only outward expressions of worship. They do not 
define what God has called worship to be. If these 
actions do not define worship then what is it?  

Worship can be defined in one word, service. Paul told 
the church at Rome to “present their bodies as a living 
sacrifice” for this was their “spiritual worship.” The 
Greek word for worship in this passage literally means 
to serve. In fact, different translations of the Bible 
substitute the word worship with service. Let me ask 
you a couple questions. If biblical 
worship involves offering our bodies 
to God for His service, are we 
worshiping in obedience?  

Are there opportunities in your life 
where God has called you to serve 
that you have not responded to yet? 
We must be willing to give our whole 
lives to God because He deserves it. To worship is to 
give your whole life to God for service. This worship is 
pleasing to Him.  

 

WOMEN ON MISSION 
As we come out of the "Summer Slump" we look 
forward to another year as we meet, eat, write cards 
to our police officers and hear amazing stories about 
missionaries who dedicate their lives to spread the 
gospel around the world and here at home. Most 
important is praying for them as they serve, some in 
very dangerous places. There are mission projects as 
well, such as visiting the residents of SunBelt Nursing 
Home and playing Bingo with them; taking 
homebound folks a vase of flowers or fruit or a plate 
of goodies. In September WOM, GA's, RA's and 
Mission Friends will be collecting baby items for the 
Apopka Pregnancy Center. In November we will be 
taking fruit and cookie platters to Apopka’s finest, our 
police officers  and firefighters. What better time to 
let them know how much we appreciate what they do 
for us and how thankful we are for their service. All 
ladies are welcome to join us on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 5 o'clock in the Middle School 
Cafeteria in the Lovett Christian Life Center. Pick up 
your dinner and come enjoy the fellowship. 

If you have not found a place to serve, we welcome 
you to join our worship choir. We have a wonderful 
time bringing praise to God through our music. If you 
play an instrument and have a desire to serve the 
Lord, we would love to have you come play with us. If 
you are seeking more information on how to serve 
through our music ministry call the church office and 
ask for Pastor Chad. 

Chad Potter 

September 

9.2 Women on Mission 
9.10 Common Threads 
9.11 Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship  
9.16 ESL (each Tuesday through 5.31.16) 
9.16 Finance Committee  
9.17 Ladies’ Supper Gang– Chili’s 
9.25 Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship  
9.28 Senior Adult Dinner 

October 

10.6 Deacons Meeting  
10.7 Women on Mission 
10.8 Common Threads  
10.9 Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship  
10.14 Finance Committee  
10.15 Ladies’ Supper Gang– Chili’s  
10.23 Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship  
10.26 Senior Adult Dinner  
10.31 Trunk ’n Treat  


