
From Pastor Kevin… 

November and December 2015 

Trinity 

We are moving into the holiday season where we celebrate all that Fall and Winter has to offer. Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are just around the corner! 
 

When I think of special holidays I’ve experienced, I particularly remember those Thanksgivings where we would 
travel to Mobile, Alabama, and spend Thanksgiving day at my aunt’s home. She could make the most spectacular 
chocolate pies! Each year I would dream of having one of my very own. Well, one particular Thanksgiving, my 
wish came true…except the outcome wasn’t what I would have desired! 
 

When we arrived at my aunt’s home, she was lamenting the fact that the chocolate pie didn’t congeal like she de-
sired, which meant that the pie was somewhat watery. Although everyone else chose to have slices of the other 
pies, I wanted that chocolate pie, and I did indeed get most all of it to myself! Well, that pie didn’t set well on my 
young stomach. Suffice it to say that the ride back to Pensacola was one of the most miserable experiences of my 
life…as well as of my parents! I didn’t eat chocolate pie for YEARS after that unfortunate experience. Too much 
of a good thing… 
 

What are your holiday memories? What kind of memories will you create this season? I trust they will be  
spectacular! 
 
Lots going on in the days ahead! Let’s be faithful to the opportunities God is giving us to share His love! 
 

It’s a joy to be your pastor!  
 
Pastor Kevin 

news 

November 
 

11.4  Women on Mission  
11.6 Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship 
11.11  Finance Committee  
11.12  Common Threads 
11.15 Upward Ceremony 
11.16 Senior Adult Thanksgiving Dinner 
11.19  Ladies’ Supper Gang– Chili’s 
11.20  Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship  
11.21  HS WOW Weekend (Students) 

December 
 

12.1  Deacon Meeting  
12.2  Women on Mission  
12.4 Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship  
12.7  Ladies Ornament Exchange 
12.13  “Family Christmas” Celebration  
12.16  Finance Committee  
12.17  Ladies’ Supper Gang– Chili’s  
12.18  Seasoned Single Ladies Fellowship  
12.24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion  

 



Childhood Ministry 
The Children’s Ministry is FALLING for Jesus!  Everything we do is with the intention of 
sharing Jesus with the children we see each and every week.  We are faithfully working to train 
the next generation of adults to be in love with Jesus. 
 

Since this is the season to be thankful, let me take this opportunity 
to tell you ALL how THANKFUL I am for your support of the 
Children’s Ministry here at Trinity.  Thank you for your time, 
donations, and gifts.  Each week it takes a minimum of 52 
volunteers to work with children.  That’s just 1 week!!  Thank you 
is not nearly enough to be said to all of you who serve.  Please 
know that you are appreciated and it is an honor to serve our 
AWESOME God with each of you!  You are investing your time in 
a place where you can really make a difference.   Thank you 
EVERYONE! 
 

Here is a recap on the events that have taken place since I last wrote…each week Upward 
brings about 300 people to our campus!  Boys and girls are having a great time playing 
basketball and cheering each week.  And the BEST part is that each week they are learning 
important virtues such as respect, gratitude, and they are learning what Jesus did for us at the 
cross.  During EVERY halftime the Gospel is being shared and families are listening.  Please 
join me in my prayer that families will be reached and people will be saved.  Pray for the 
protection of our children, coaches and volunteers.  Save the date for our Upward Celebration 
on Sunday, November 15th at 6pm.  It is sure to be a night of energy, spirit and yet another 
opportunity to share the Gospel with our community! 
 

On October 17th, we hosted X-Treme Missions.  Missionaries from 5 different continents came 
to Trinity to tell how they share the Gospel with the people they meet.  Over 123 children and 
adults, from all over the state, came to Trinity to learn about Missions.  How COOL is that!!  
Thank you to all the teens and adults who served and assisted to make this event a success! 
 

A HUGE Thank YOU to all of you for your support of our annual Fall Festival.  I cannot wait 
to see how creative you all are!!  Thank you for the candy you have donated (my favorite is 
butterfingers). I am looking forward to that big PUMPKIN DROP!!  Thank you for shining the 
light of Jesus with our community.   
 

Our Children will be leading Worship on Sunday, November 8th.  This is a Sunday morning you 
do not want to miss.  I have been so impressed by our children and their desire to worship!  I 
know you will be blessed by their hard work on that Sunday. 
 

Our “Family Christmas” celebration is right around the corner.  Mark your calendars for 
December 13th, at 6pm.  This intergenerational Christmas performance is sure to put you in the 
Christmas spirit.  Invite your family, friends and neighbors.   
 
Once again thank you for trusting Trinity with your children and grandchildren.  They are such 
a blessing to all of us who serve.  The smiles, hugs, and the things children say are just precious 
gifts that God uses to bless every one of us!  May God bless each of you and keep you safe.   
 
Love to ALL, 
Raeann Johnson 

Director of Childhood Ministries 
 

 



A big thank you to all who assisted 
in any way with the pumpkin patch. 
We couldn’t make this happen 
without your prayers, love, and 
support. As I write this we are down 
from last years numbers but I am 
prayerful that God will provide our 
needs.  
 

We have had a great start to the new 
school year. With many new faces 
coming to see what Choose 2nd 
ministries is all about. We are 
thankful for the opportunity to 
speak the truth of life and invest into 
their lives. 
 

We pray that you all enjoyed the 
student lead service on October 18th. 
I had many of you share with me 
just how great you thought the 
students did. I agree, and couldn`t 
be more proud of them. They were 
terrific! Please make sure you share 

with them what you thought of them 
being involved in the service. I even 
had one young lady tell me the 
preaching wasn`t half bad either. 
“I`ll take it!” Please continue to 
pray for and encourage our students. 
I believe you will enjoy seeing our 
students in the “Family Christmas” 
celebration on December 13th, and 
Pastor Chad and I have already 
started discussing dates for this 
spring when the students can lead 
again.  
 

I pray many of you are gearing up to 
spend time with your families on 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. I 
remember as a child all of the 
Ballards getting together at Granny 
& Grandpa Ballard`s home on 
Christmas Eve. There would be over 
30 of us there. (Now there is over 80 
of us. WOW!) 
 

All the cousins would run around 
and play games. We would listen to 
grandpa`s stories of Oklahoma or 
Miami. Such delightful memories! 
What kind of memories are you 
creating with your loved ones? 
 

I would love to hear some of those 
memories…  
 

Until next time………….. 
Seek Wisdom, Speak Truth, AND 
Share Love.  

 
Pastor Mike 

Student Pastor 

Student Ministry 

Sixth grade was a difficult year for me.  My uncle 
passed away suddenly, our country was living in fear 
during the Cuban Crisis and President Kennedy was 
assassinated.  I remember the principal coming into 
our classroom and whispering to our teacher and 
seeing her cry. When I got home that evening I saw 
the assassination on television.  I lived in Tampa, my 
dad was a retired military officer, and we lived near 
MacDill Air Force Base which was headquarters for 
strategic military planning.  I wore a dog tag that had 
my name, my parent’s names, my address and 
denomination engraved on it.  I felt like a target and 
thought the “protestant” on my dog tag was to inform 
my teachers of what type of funeral I should have if I 
was killed by a bomb dropping on my school.  We 
were required to take 2 gallons of water to school as 
well as canned goods and blankets.   
 

We had weekly bomb drills where we hid under our 
desks and covered our heads.  I was so scared that we 
would go to war while I was at school I would either 
lock myself in my bedroom or run away from school.  
I still have memories of my P.E. teacher chasing me 
across a field to take me back to school.  Needless to 
say, 1963 was not a good year for this 11 year old.  
 

Now to the good part.  I went to school when God 
was still part of our day.  My principal was a 
Christian, and he encouraged our music teacher to 
focus on Christian music with a scattering of secular 
songs for the annual Christmas performance.  He also 
encouraged me to join the school choir.  Singing 
those Christmas Carols everyday brightened my days, 
and I looked forward to choir practice after school 
each day.  Reading the Bible stories with my family 
gave me more comfort.   
 

I was the youngest in my family but that year I was 
given the honor of being the reader; seeing the words, 
saying the words and hearing myself read the story 
was like talking to myself and reassuring myself that 
God was in control, God sent his son for ME, and He 
would always take care of me. My vision of the 
manger scene was a vision of peace and tranquility; a 
place of pure love.  Praying with my family and 
knowing they were praying for me made me feel 
secure and loved. Songs often bring memories.  I love 
Christmas Carols, and my memories of Christmas of 
1963 are not sad memories.   I have memories of 
healing, unconditional love and “peace that passeth 
understanding” even for an 11 year old girl.   
 

    Beverly Smith 
    TCS Administrator  



 

Everyone loves Christmas, right? Who doesn’t like 
all the beautiful decorations and traditions of 
Christmas? Who doesn’t like warm drinks, cool 
gifts, tasty cookies, and anything else we would 
term as the Christmas spirit. Hey, even Ebenezer 
Scrooge came around eventually. 
 

So what exactly is the Christmas spirit all about 
after all? And a better question to ask ourselves is: 
What should the substance of an authentic Christ-
mas spirit be in each one of us? 
 

Matthew chapter two tells us that wise men from 
the east came searching for the child who was born 
King of the Jews. Why? “For we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship him” (Matthew 
2:2). But the wise men were not the only ones 
interested in worship; when King Herod heard 
about the Christ child and learned about the 
appearance of the star, he summoned the wise men 
and told them to search out the child so “I too may 
come and worship him.” (Matthew 2:8) 
 

Both the wise men and Herod were equally 
committed to worship. Very committed. But that is 
where the worship paths diverge; all worship is 
not Christ worship. As we know, the wise men were 
eagerly pursuing a genuine opportunity to worship 
the Christ child. Herod, however, was disingenuous 
in the worst possible sense of the word.  
 

Here is the defining difference: the wise men 
relentlessly sought to worship Christ as King. 
Herod relentlessly sought to protect his own 
kingdom. In protecting his own kingdom at all 
costs, Herod revealed the true object of his worship. 
Herod worshiped Herod, along with his temporary, 
earthly kingdom. 

The results of their worship were equally stark in 
contrast. The wise men found the Christ child and 
“rejoiced exceedingly with great joy” (Matthew 
2:10). Herod, filled 
with selfishness and 
rage, attempted to 
eliminate the Christ 
child. These 
contrasting results can 
also translate into our 
lives this Christmas 
season. When our 
focus is on worshiping 
Christ, we too will be filled with exceedingly 
abundant joy. But when we worship our 
decorations, food, and traditions, we may find 
ourselves filled with a lot less. 
 

This Christmas, let’s take time to remember the 
object of our worship must be Christ, and Him 
alone; because on a heart level, Christ worship is 
the center of the Christmas spirit.   
 

We will be having our “Family Christmas” 
celebration on December 13th. This will be a time 
for all ages to worship Christ together. You don’t 
want to miss it! If you have not found a place to 
serve, we welcome you to join our worship choir. 
We have a wonderful time bringing praise to God 
through our music. If you play an instrument and 
have a desire to serve the Lord, we would love to 
have you come play with us. If you are seeking 
more information on how to serve through our 
music ministry call the church office and ask for 
Pastor Chad.   

Chad Potter 
Worship Pastor 

 

Worship Ministry 

This is a very busy time of the year for everyone, and our ladies are excited to be a part of several events. This 
year Trinity hosted Xtreme Missions.  GAs and RAs from around the state came to hear from real missionaries 
and learn how they share Jesus with people groups around the world.  
 

It is time for Operation Christmas Child. This is a great ministry and you can participate by 
filling a shoe box with toys, candy, toiletries and school supplies to be given to children 
around the world and learn how they too can know that Jesus loves them and wants to be their 
Savior. Completed shoe boxes are due Sunday, November 1. 
 

On  November 12, Women on Mission will be preparing cookie and fruit platters to be given 
to our police and firefighters. We welcome all bakers to bake homemade cookies or purchase fresh fruit to be 
delivered on that day. Please bring your goodies to the LCLC by 9:00 am.  
 
Women On Mission meets the first Wednesday of each month at 5:00 pm in the Middle School Café in the 
LCLC. All ladies are invited.  

Women on Mission 



Senior Adult Thanksgiving Feast 
November 16, 2015 is the Monday night slated for our Thanksgiving Feast for Senior Adults.  The turkey and ham will 
be provided but plan now to bring a “Thanksgiving Fixin’s” covered dish.  Our meal will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the gym 
of the Lovett Christian Life Center.  This year’s special guest speaker will be our Associate Pastor, Mike Ballard.  Sign 
up sheets will be in your Sunday School Attendance Packets so plan now to join us for a great time of fantastic food, 
fellowship, and inspiration. 
 
Senior Fest: Celebration at the Lake– April 28-30, 2016 
It’s not too late to sign up for the Senior Adult Celebration at Lake Yale Baptist Conference Center.  Headlining the 
event is Dr. Thomas Kinchen, President of Baptist College of Florida.  There will also be dynamic workshops, gospel 
music and spiritual enrichment for $210 for three days; meals and rooms included.  Sign up in your  Sunday School 
class. 

When I think about the word or season “Thanksgiving”, I think of family and joyful times around the dinner 
table.  But you know, “thanks” is mentioned many times in the Scriptures.  I believe one of the first “memory 
verses” I learned in Children’s Sunday School was Psalm 100.  I particularly remember verses 4 and 5: 
 

“Enter His gates with Thanksgiving and His courts with praise.   
Give thanks to Him, bless His name.  For the Lord is good;  
His lovingkindness is everlasting and his faithfulness to all generations.” 

 

Dr. Henry Blackaby says this about thankfulness: “Thankfulness is foundational to the Christian life.  
Thankfulness is a conscious response that comes from looking beyond our blessing to their source.  As 
Christians, we have been forgiven, saved from death, and adopted as God’s children.  There could be no better 
reason for a grateful heart!”  
 

God truly is the Source of all our blessings.  He has blessed me with a beautiful, godly wife and two fantastic 
children and their spouses.  And soon, our tribe will increase to include four grandchildren.  What a wonderful 
church family with which He has blessed us! It’s just fantastic when you can call as “friends” the people with 
whom you work and serve.  But the fact of the matter is, we all tend to get the “Mully Grubs”; you know, “down 
in the dumps”;  “poor me.”  When that happens, we need to stop and take a deep breath and consider all the 
blessings that God has given us. 
 

Again, Blackaby states, “God looks for our thanks.  Our worship, prayers, service, and daily life ought to be 
saturated with thanksgiving to God.” 
 

Have a wonderful holiday season.  Pray for me as I pray and give thanks to the Lord for you. 
Pastor Fred 

Senior Adult Pastor 
 

In the last Newsletter we reported that Trinity's D.R. team was preparing to go to New Port Richey to assist in 
clean-up after flooding occurred there as a result of torrential rains that hit this area. We did go and assist in a 
few chainsaw and mud recovery jobs. Some of our new team members got some first hand training on this call-
out. Most of the work had been done by the time we arrived, however there were a couple of jobs where there 
was extensive damage so we were able to help. As of this writing we have been put on "Alert" status to go to 
South Carolina to assist in clean-up as a result of their major flooding. At this time we are  waiting as the water 
is still rising and dams are breaking. When the water recedes, disaster relief assessment teams will be able to go 
in and assess the damage and work orders will be assigned. We will most likely be going the last week in 
October or early November.  This will be an area of extensive damage and great loss. Please keep these folks in 
your prayers as well as all the D.R. teams going to assist in this disaster. 

Senior Adult Ministry 

Disaster Relief 



November and December 2015 

Who’s Who at Trinity Baptist Church… 
Who We Are and What We Do 

Pastoral Ministry Staff: 
 

Pastor, Kevin Goza:  The pastor ’s calling is to minister to the membership of Trinity Baptist Church through preach-
ing, teaching, leading, and serving. 
 

Associate Pastor, Fred Touchton: Ministers in the Senior  Adult and Men’s Ministries, as well as pastoral visitation. 
Assistant Administrator of Trinity Christian School. 
 

Associate Pastor, Jay Kimbro:  Ministers in the Educational and Outreach Ministr ies of Tr inity Baptist Church. 
 

Worship Pastor, Chad Potter: Minister s in all areas of worship at Tr inity Baptist Church. 
 

Student Pastor, Mike Ballard: Minister s to the students of Trinity Baptist Church and the community. 
 

Childhood Ministries: 
 
Director of Childhood Ministries, Raeann Johnson: Coordinates the ministr ies involving the children of Tr inity 
Baptist Church and the community. 
 

Preschool Ministry Coordinator, Marilynn Beale:  Coordinates care for  preschool age children at Tr inity Baptist 
Church. 
 

Assistants and Accounting Clerical: 
 

Pastors Assistant, Teresa Stewart: Assistant to Pastor  Goza, assists the associate pastors and the worship pastor , 
produces the prayer list, facilitates the food distribution to those in need, and coordinates the church calendar. 
 

TBC Accounting/Children Assistant, Beth Vance: Facilitates the accounts payable and deposits for  the church, 
assists the director of children, produces the bulletin, and greets visitors to the church office. 
 

TCS Accounting/Student Assistant, Ashley Bass: Facilitates the accounts payable and deposits for  the school, 
assists the student pastor, produces the newsletter, and greets visitors to the church office. 
 

Administrators: 
 

Business Administrator, Cammie Evans: Coordinates the human resources, accounting, office, and plant and 
facilities of Trinity Baptist Church. 
 

Trinity Christian School Administrator, Beverly Smith: Coordinates the business and academic aspects of  
Trinity Christian School. 
 

Maintenance: 
 

Maintenance, Danny Brabham: Coordinates the repair  and maintenance of plant and facilities. 

The church office 
will close at 

noon on 
Wednesday,  

November 25.   
The office will be 

closed on  
November 26 

and 27. 

The church office will close at noon 
on Thursday, December 24 and Thursday, December 31.  

The office will be closed on Friday, December 25  
and Friday, January 1. 


