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From Pastor Kevin... 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

May  
1st Explore Life Class 

4th  Women on Mission 

7th  Run 4 Mom 5K 

10th Deacon Meeting 

13th Seasoned Single Ladies 

14th  Go Kart Night (Students) 

19th  Ladies’ Supper Gang 

23rd  Senior Adult Dinner 

27th Seasoned Single Ladies 

 

June 
1st  Women on Mission 

4th  CentriKid Garage Sale 

5th Explore Life Class 

7th    Deacon Meeting 

10th  Seasoned Single Ladies 

13th Ladies Book Club 

16th  Ladies Supper Gang 

19th-22nd Super Week 

20th-24th  CentriKid Camp 

24th  Seasoned Single Ladies 

27th  Senior Adult Dinner 

In Ecclesiastes 3:1 we are 
reminded of one of the foundational 
principles of life. “For everything 
there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under the sun.” 
 

Our lives pass through the seasons 
of each year, and we see this very 
principle in motion. We begin life 
young and energetic, believing that 
time passes so slowly that we will 
never reach adulthood. And before 
we know it, we have reached 
adulthood, and we realize how 
quickly the seasons of life are 
passing. 
 

It is good that God gives us 
seasons for life. We learn to 
appreciate all that God does, His 
immaculate timing, and His 
abundant grace for whatever 
season we are experiencing. 
 

It is also good that built within those 
seasons are opportunities to know 
and discover new seasons of life, 
to adjust our lives, to regroup and 
serve God in a new and refreshing 
way. 
 

One of our dear leaders, Mrs. 
Beverly Smith, has reached the 
end of her season as Administrator 
of Trinity Christian School. Indeed, 
God allowed her to have a long and 

rewarding season in that important 
role. She has seen the school 
through great times and 
challenging times. And through it 
all, she has learned how God 
provides for his faithful.  
 

She has insured that TCS 
constantly remained strong 
academically, but most importantly 
she has insisted that the school be 
strong spiritually. Ever willing to 
work with her pastor, she has taken 
leadership seriously and has kept 
the school’s priority on the teaching 
and living of God’s Word. 
 

This season passes for Mrs. Smith, 
and we will indeed miss her sweet 
personality, her smiling face, and 
her personal encouragement. 
However, we know that just as this 
season has passed, God has a 
new and refreshing season for her 
in the wake. We pray that Beverly 
Smith enjoy following God in this 
new season as much as she 
always has in the past. 
 

Mrs. Smith, we will miss you, but 
are thrilled that we will still enjoy 
fellowship with you and Randy in 
the days ahead!  
 

Enjoy your new season! 



Discipleship/Outreach Ministry  
March and April have been most productive in our church as we have seen 13 adults join our church along with 9 
children that we can trace directly back to the “Pastor’s Breakfast”!  We have also had multiple children come to 
Christ through our children’s ministry!  These are great hallelujahs and glory to God!  I had one of our long time 
members say to me in the lobby one Sunday, “We have so many new faces around here that I cannot keep up with 
them all!”  To that I say amen!  That’s exactly the way it should be in a growing church! When you are called to join 
us for “Pastor’s Breakfast” please understand a few things: we meet on Sunday morning at 9 am in the gym; you 
will only be out of your Sunday School class for one Sunday; you do not need to bring anything except an appetite; 
it is by invitation to our first time attenders from the previous week(s) as well as church members as I move through 
the roll; you will get a call from me and then a call later in the week to confirm your reservation from Karen Cornett; 
we share some very important information in there and it is a great time of fellowship!  I look forward to seeing you 
there.  
 

We have had multiple “Vision Team” meetings which have been most productive and I am blessed to be a part of 
this vital, working group of forward thinking people who love the Lord, love the work of the Kingdom and love Trinity 
Baptist Church.  It is going to be exciting to see where God takes us as a result of this great team of people who 
dream the dream.  Just call them a bunch of Joseph’s who dream big dreams of God’s amazing works and glory! 
 

 

Also, our Explore Life (new members) class met again for April and we had 10 in attendance!  We had a great time 
together!  This is open to anyone in our church, whether you have recently joined our fellowship or if you have been 
a long time member of Trinity and would just like to learn about your faith, denomination, doctrine, stewardship and 
other subjects.  There you can ask any question of Pastor Kevin or myself! Our next class will be Sunday night May 
1, and then again Sunday night June 5, both in building A, room 213.  I look forward to seeing you there as well!   
 

The most recent Leadership Training meeting was a blast!  We had 30 in attendance with 7 of our 17 adult Life 
Groups  represented and all three student, children and preschool ministries well represented!  We had a fun time 
with prizes given away to those who won the opening game!  During that meeting I have asked each class to work  
on letting my office know: 1 or more people to lead in follow-up; a mission project for each month of the year 
chosen by class members; a fellowship at least once a month; names of those who would commit to the new 
“Lifeguard” ministry; and to touch every class member at least once a month by way of phone call, email, visit, card 
or letter and to acknowledge in some way all big days in the life of their class members (birthday, anniversary, 
births, deaths, etc.).  Many of our classes have been doing a great job of this for years but notifying me of these 
mission projects and names of volunteers will greatly help as we change the way we do church by equipping 
everyone for the work of the ministry!  I am convinced we have the greatest teachers in the SBC right here at TBC! 
 

Pastor Jay, Associate Pastor/Discipleship & Equipping, Missions & Evangelism 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 

old things have passed away; behold, 

all things have become new. 



Another year is closing out at Trinity Christian 

School.  I am completing my 33rd blessed year at 

TCS which makes this ending bittersweet.  I have 

several more months to fulfil my responsibilities but 

the next article I write will be to introduce the new 

Administrator of TCS.  At this time, the School 

Board is interviewing applicants.  They are taking 

this responsibility seriously.  Much prayer is going 

into this task.  I want to thank all members of the 

Board for their guidance and support.  Doug Vance, 

Phil Maxwell, Grace Peery, Alice Neiswanger, Nan-

cy Campbell and Dave Walker are dedicated to 

continue the legacy of the Trinity Christian School 

ministry.  Phil and Grace are original members of 

the School Board and have full knowledge of the 

journey of our school. All Board members have 

been instrumental in helping me to make wise deci-

sions and supporting and encouraging me when 

times were tough.  I thank God for this godly group 

of men and women and feel comfortable leaving 

Trinity Christian School in their hands.  I have also 

been blessed with a pastor who was always availa-

ble to me whether it was to listen, advise, encour-

age or pray with me.  Pastor Goza has probably 

seen me at my lowest moments due to proximity 

and the issues that may arise at a moment’s notice. 

I couldn’t have asked for a better boss and mentor.  

He is calm and introspective which is often what I 

needed. 
 

Thank you to those who attended my retirement 

reception on April 4 and for those who prepared for 

it.  Sweet moments were remembered as many of 

you shared stories of past interactions.  Some of 

those stories had been forgotten and it was fun 

bringing them back to life.  I could write a memoir 

on words from kids and actions of adults.  Jack Wal-

ton, do you remember stuffing my desk drawers 

with Styrofoam peanuts when you were my boss?  I 

have forgiven you and thank you for taking a risk on 

hiring me as a homesick young mother in 1983. 
 

Trinity Christian School is debt free, financially sol-
vent and academically excellent.  We have a won-
derful staff and faculty who love the Lord and chil-
dren.   I love and respect all of them.  All of this be-
ing said, I look forward to being just “Beverly”.  
Randy and I will continue being active members of 
Trinity Baptist Church while he continues to support 
us.  Yes, he is pouting a little.   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Beverly Smith, TCS Administrator  

George Matheson was fifteen years old when he began to 
lose his eyesight. Even with a severe disability, Matheson 
would not be discouraged from answering God’s call on his 
life. He enrolled at the University of Glasgow and graduat-
ed at the age of nineteen, but it was after the start of his 
theological studies that he completely lost his eyesight. 
Shortly after, the woman he was engaged to be married to 
left him, not wanting to care for a blind man for the rest of 
her life. Thankfully, Matheson’s sisters rallied around him 
and helped him finish his studies, going as far as to learn 
Greek, Hebrew, and Latin to help their brother. Life moves 
forward, though, and one by one Matheson’s sisters were 
married. On the eve of his youngest sister’s marriage, feel-
ing alone and afraid of what may come, Matheson penned 
these words: 
 
 

O Love that wilt not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 

That in thine ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 
 

O light that foll’west all my way, 

I yield my flick’ring torch to thee; 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, 

That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be. 
 

O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

And feel the promise is not vain, 

That morn shall tearless be. 
 

O Cross that liftest up my head, 

I dare not ask to fly from thee; 

I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 

And from the ground there blossoms red 

Life that shall endless be. 

 

The story doesn’t end there though, Matheson would go on 
to pastor St. Bernard’s Church in Edinburgh. Matheson 
realized that although everyone else seemed to leave him, 
Christ would never leave. He realized that life may be full 
of pain, but one day all pain will cease and sorrow would 
be no more. Matheson understood that his God was ever 
faithful; no one could ever separate him from the love of 
God. That same love is being offered to us today. Have 
you taken hold of it yourself? 
 

I want to thank everyone who participated in our produc-
tion of “The Christ.” I cannot contain my gratefulness for 
the help you all provided. Many people heard and respond-
ed to the gospel and it was because of your help that it 
was even possible at all. Also, if anyone is interested in 
joining our worship ministries here at Trinity we would love 
have you join us. For our singers and musicians, we have 
choir and orchestra. For those who are technologically 
savvy, we have a wonderful media ministry. We would love 
to see you with us. 
 
 

Pastor Chad, Worship Pastor 

 

Worship Ministry 



Continued on page 5... 

Childhood Ministries 
I want to begin with a SHOUT OUT to all the people who 

serve in Preschool and Children’s Ministry here at Trinity!  

You are a group of VERY talented, creative, kind, patient, 

and FUN people!  Thank you so much on behalf of our 

children, Marilynn and myself (Raeann).  It is an honor 

and amazing privilege serving alongside you!  You make 

doing Kingdom work so much FUN! 

 

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 2 to May 6.  TBC is 

BLESSED to have a FINE Christian School right here on 

our campus!  If you are interested in being a part of 

honoring our TCS teachers and staff let me (Raeann) 

know.  We are planning several special things for our 

teachers including a cookie exchange, special gifts and a 

luncheon.  We are extending our appreciation to Apopka 

Elementary School as well!  We are hosting a breakfast 

for the staff there and are in need of breakfast items.  

Please talk to me, if you would like to be part of this VERY 

important ministry here at Trinity.   

 

Thank you to all who were involved and/or donated to our 

Feeding Children Everywhere project.  With your 

generosity TBC was able to package 4,032 meals! 

Seventy two people, aged 3 to 84 serving worked together 

to package the meals.  The blessing of serving others is 

indescribable!  The meals packaged are going to the area 

of greatest need.   

 

Join our Trinity Kidz Choir on May 22nd at 6pm for our 

Kidz Choir Musical Here for the Gold.  Our kids have been 

working hard and we are excited to share with you 

“nuggets” of truth.   Join our kids as they write and 

produce a web show to spread the message of what is 

really important in life.  Instead of worldly materials like 

“cash in your pocket” or the latest “i-thing,” they focus on 

the truths from the parables of Jesus, such as building a 

firm foundation, forgiving others, loving their neighbors 

and letting their light shine to glorify God, 

 

Summer will be here before we know it and TBC 

children’s ministry is getting prepared for a great summer.  

The 1st Wednesday of June, July and August we will have 

a BOUNCE HOUSE and BBQ.  So bring the family, a 

lawn chair, your swimsuits, and a side dish to accompany 

our hot dogs.  The kids will have a blast playing in the 

water and parents have a great time in fellowship and 

meeting new people.  The FUN begins at 6pm!  Check out 

the website in mid-May for future summer plans and 

events!  Also “like” our Facebook page Trinity Kids-

Apopka for the latest kid happenings!  

  

 
 

The church office  
will be closed   

on   
Monday, May 30  

in observance  
of Memorial Day. 



Student Ministry 

The Awakening/CALLED 2 DUTY event was a huge 
success with over 100 students in attendance. Thank 
you to all who prayed for our students and the event. 
Many hearts and lives were touched. In March we put 
the Mission trip to the Florida Baptist Children`s home 
on hold because my Grandfather, Larry Ballard, passed 
away, and his memorial service was to be held on the 
same date. He was a great man because he chose to 
put God first in his life, and I`m thankful that he was my 
Grandpa. We are trying to finalize dates now for the 
rescheduled mission trip. 
 

As this newsletter is sent out to you and you have the 
opportunity to read it, the  students will be recovering 
from the April 30 Golf tournament. The students will be 
conducting business as usual, and I, on the other hand, 
will be in need of a “Calgon take me away moment,” or 
week?  
 

Pastor Chad and I have been to the planning meeting 
for the Florida Baptist Convention`s Super Summer 
Camp which will see over 1000 students roll through 
Lake Yale over a 2 week period. Choose 2nd Student 
ministry will be taking 40 + students and chaperones to 
the July 11-15 week. Please pray for us! Really! Pastor 
Chad will be the Head Coach of the red team (6th 
graders) which should consist of about 80 total students, 
and I will head up the Blue team (8th graders) again this 
year which looks to be close to 100 strong. We will be 
teaching a study called “Unashamed” from Lifeway. I 
believe it is going to be fantastic.  
 

Pastor Chad and I also attended the Youth Pastor 
conference here in Orlando where over 2000 Youth 
Pastors, Worship Pastors, and some Sr. Pastors 
gathered together to worship and be encouraged to 
continue serving God as he has called us. We had the 

opportunity to hear 8 messages in a 2 day period that 
really assisted in reenergizing our spirits and our 
determination to reach out to the sick, the lost, and the 
suffering. I am thankful to Pastor Chad for his friendship 
and his willingness to make a difference for the 
Kingdom of God.  
 

Choose 2nd Student Ministry partnered with Sweetwater 
Baptist Church to take over 100 students and 30+ 
parents to the movie “God’s Not Dead 2,” and it was 
awesome! The students witnessed some valuable 
lessons on defending your faith, as well as, facts about 
Jesus in history to equip them to do so.  
 

We will have several students graduating high school in 
May. Is it really almost the end of the school year? 
Yikes! It seems like I have so little to do and so much 
time to do it???? WAIT A MINUTE! Reverse that 
thought, and let’s get busy already. The next time you 
read one of these newsletters, half of 2016 will be gone. 
Think about that for a minute, never mind, that minute is 
too valuable. 
 

June will consist of our student Super Week here at 
Trinity which students love! Make sure you are signed 
up for the events scheduled this week. There will be 
many other opportunities so make sure you are 
watching for them. You can sign up for text messages 
by texting to 40404 and write…. “follow @choose2nd”. 
Please call or text Pastor Mike with any questions or 

concerns. 352-615-6015 
 

Until next time………….. 
Seek Wisdom, Speak Truth, 
AND Share Love.  
 

 

Pastor Mike, Student Pastor 

Childhood Ministries continued... 

Mark your calendars for VBS this summer.  VBS will be July 25th -29th from 9am to 12 noon.  Kids will go on an 
adventure like no other, deep within the mysterious sea. As kids submerge themselves in God’s Word, they will 
discover that Jesus didn’t just see what’s on the outside of people. He looked deep down on the inside. So grab 
your goggles, step into your flippers, and dive in to find truth below the surface!  Our VBS verse is: 
 
"Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my concerns. See if there is any offensive way in me; 
lead me in the everlasting way." Psalm 139:23-24 
 
Motto: Jesus sees. Jesus knows. Jesus saves! 
 
Join us and be a part of the BIGGEST EVANGELISTIC event of the summer for children!  We are looking for 
“First Mates” to help guide our children around our campus.  If you are interested in helping please call the 
church office and ask for Raeann and/or visit www.tbcapopka.org to register as a volunteer.  Check out the 
Children’s Ministry page for the link. 
 

Raeann Johnson, Director of Childhood Ministries  

http://www.tbcapopka.org

